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1. Basics: 
 
Timezone:  
South African Standard Time is two hours in advance of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT +2), 
same as Central African Time, one hour in advance of central European winter time and seven 
hours in advance of United States Eastern Standard Time (non-daylight savings period). There 
are no time zone differences within South Africa. 
 
Communications: 

● Country dialing code: +27 
● Durban dialing code: (0) 31 - only dial 0 if in SA  
● To call overseas from within SA, you must first dial 00, which is South Africa's 

international access code. You then dial the country code, area code of the city or region 
and the number of the person you wish to call. 

● To call any local number from within SA, you must dial the city code first (or the full cell 
phone number - 10 digits). 

● There are 5 cellular networks: 
 - MTN 
 - Vodacom 
 - Cell C 

http://bit.ly/ubsZ9y


 - Virgin Mobile 
 - 8ta 
 
In order to purchase a South African pre-paid sim card, go to a cellular network shop in the 
airport and produce your passport and name of the hotel/hostel/place you will be staying. The 
sim card should cost between R1 and R20. You can then buy pre-paid talk/sms time. 
 
Electricity: 
220/230 volts AC at 50 cycles per second. Three pronged plugs are universal, so bring an 
adapter (which can be purchased in South Africa at airports and travel shops). 
 
Weather: 
South Africa's climatic conditions generally range from Mediterranean in the South-Western 
corner of South Africa to temperate in the interior plateau, and subtropical in the North-East. A 
small area in the North-West has a desert climate. Most of the country has warm, sunny days 
and cool nights. Rainfall generally occurs during summer (November through March), although 
in the South-West, around Cape Town, rainfall occurs in winter (June to August). Temperatures 
are influenced by variations in elevation, terrain, and ocean currents more than latitude. 
  
Durban enjoys warmth and sunshine, occasionally mixed with steady rainfall or thundershowers. 
The air is heavy with humidity and the subtropical latitude of the city brings with it long, hot 
summers with rainfall, and mild winters. Durban boasts an average of 320 days of sunshine a 
year. During the summer months, temperatures range from 23 to 33º C (between September 
and April). The warm Mozambique current flowing along the coast means wonderfully warm 
bathing throughout the year, the seawater seldom falling below 17º C, even in the middle of 
winter. 
 
Warning: please bring an umbrella or rain jacket, as for the past few years climate change has 

resulted in consistent rain in Durban during the late November/December period.  
 
View climate information by region: www.weathersa.co.za/web 

 
Languages: 
There are 11 official languages including English, Afrikaans, Xhosa, Ndebele, Northern Sotho 
(Sipedi), Southern Sotho, Swati, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda and Zulu. View more information 
about each language at South African Languages including the origins of the language and 
where it is spoken in South Africa. Includes some "South Africanisms" and useful Xhosa and 
Zulu phrases.    
English is spoken everywhere you go. English is the language of the cities, of commerce and 
banking, of government and official documents. All our road signs and official forms are in 
English. 
 
Currency: 
One Rand (R) = 100 cents (c). Notes issued R200, R100, R50, R20, R10; coins R5, R2, R1, 
50c 20c, 10c, 5c. Currency exchange rates are available at banks and published daily in the 
press or see South Africa Current Exchange Rates which are updated daily. 
 
Banking: 

● Monday to Friday from 09h00 to 15h30. 
● Saturday from 09h00 to 11h00. 
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● Auto banks (ATM's, automated teller machines) are found in most towns and operate on 
a 24 hour basis.    

 
Travellers Cheques: Most international traveller's cheques are accepted provided they are in an 

acceptable currency and may be cashed at most banks. Many hotels and shops also provide 

this service. 

 
Tipping: 
Tipping is customary in South Africa. A guideline for visitors is the following: Porters R5 per 
item, taxis 10%, waiters and waitresses in restaurants 10-15%. 
 

 

2.  Accommodation: 
Backpackers (sometimes known as 'hostels') are most affordable accommodation options, with 
basic standards. Two sites to look for options are: 
www.coastingafrica.com  
www.alternativeroute.net  
 
Here are sites with a range of accommodation options: 
http://www.wheretostay.co.za/kzn/dm/ 
http://www.sa-venues.com/accommodation/durban.php 
http://www.sleeping-out.co.za/Durban-accommodation.asp 
 
 

3. Health: 
● Medical facilities in cities and larger towns are world-class, but you will find that in rural 

areas the clinics and hospitals deal with primary health needs, and therefore do not offer 
the range of medical care that the large metropolitan hospitals do. 

● Tap water is safe to drink. 

● Our sun burns big time, so use sun protection cream. 
● Vaccinations: check with your country’s travel advisory, but as far as the South African 

government is concerned, you don’t need any vaccinations for diseases here. 

● If you come from yellow fever areas you might need to get a yellow fever vaccination 

and present your yellow fever vaccination certificate to enter the country. See the link  

www.travelclinic.co.za/live/content.php?Item_ID=4268) 

● HIV/AIDS: 1 in 4 people in South Africa are HIV positive, so please take necessary 

precautions. 
● Malaria does occur in South Africa but only in certain areas (this does NOT include 

Durban).  If you plan to travel to the north-east of KwaZulu Natal or South Africa, please 

consult a heath-care professional for the latest advice on malaria prophylaxis as it 

changes regularly. Maps showing malaria areas with other info: www.sa-

venues.com/malaria-risk-areas.htm and www.malaria.org.za/2010/Advice2010.html  

 
Health tips: http://www.southafrica.info/travel/advice/healthtips.htm  
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4. Safety Tips: 
 
Safety is an issue that is paramount in the minds of tourists visiting this South Africa. Safety is 

important and by following just a few guidelines, your safety in South Africa is easy. Although 

South Africa is in many respects a developed country, much of its population lives in poverty, 

particularly in urban settlements and rural areas. There are adequate facilities in all South 

African urban centres, game parks and areas most commonly visited by tourists.  

  

Medical facilities are good in all urban areas of South Africa and in the vicinity of game parks 

and beaches, but may be limited elsewhere. Food and water are generally safe and a wide 

variety of consumer goods and pharmaceuticals are readily available. 

  

There is continuing and significant street crime such as muggings, pickpocketing, and random 

street violence, which affects foreigners as well as local residents, especially in the centre of 

major cities such as Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town. Road conditions are generally 

good but there is a very high incidence of highway casualties, especially over holiday 

weekends. 

  

When you travel to South Africa, the odds are in your favour that you will have a safe and 

incident-free holiday. However, crime and violence, as well as unexpected difficulties, do 

happen. In the hope of helping you avoid serious difficulties during your visit to South Africa, we 

have prepared the following travel tips. 

  

Before you go to South Africa: 

  

What to Bring: 

● Safety begins when you pack. To avoid being a target, dress conservatively. Don't wear 
expensive looking jewellery. A flashy wardrobe or one that is too casual can mark you as 
a tourist. As much as possible, avoid the appearance of affluence. 

● Always try to travel light. You can move more quickly and will be more likely to have a 
free hand. You will also be less tired and less likely to set your luggage down, leaving it 
unattended. 

● Carry the minimum amount of valuables necessary for your trip and plan a place or 
places to conceal them. Your passport, cash and credit cards are most secure when 
locked in a hotel safe. When you have to carry them on your person, you may wish to 
conceal them in several places rather than putting them all in one wallet or pouch. Avoid 
handbags, fanny packs and outside pockets that are easy targets for thieves. Inside 
pockets and a sturdy shoulder bag with the strap worn across your chest are somewhat 
safer. One of the safest places to carry valuables is in a pouch or money belt worn under 
your clothing. 

● If you wear glasses, pack an extra pair. Bring them and any medicines you need in your 
carry-on luggage. 

● To avoid problems when passing through customs, keep medicines in their original, 
labelled containers. Bring copies of your prescriptions and the generic names for the 
drugs. If a medication is unusual or contains narcotics, carry a letter from your doctor 
attesting to your need to take the drug. If you have any doubt about the legality of 



carrying a certain drug into South Africa, consult the embassy or consulate in your 
country first. 

● Bring travellers cheques (checks) and one or two major credit cards instead of cash. 
● Pack an extra set of passport photos along with a photocopy of your passport 

information page to make replacement of your passport easier in the event it is lost or 
stolen. 

● Put your name, address and telephone numbers inside and outside of each piece of 
luggage. Use covered luggage tags to avoid casual observation of your identity or 
nationality. If possible, lock your luggage (including prior to checking in on aeroplane). 

  
What to Leave Behind 

● Don't bring anything you would hate to lose. Leave at home: 
o   valuable or expensive-looking jewellery, 

o   irreplaceable family objects, 

o   all unnecessary credit cards, 

o   other identity cards (e.g. Social Security card), library cards, and similar items 

you may routinely carry in your wallet. 
● Leave a copy of your itinerary with family or friends at home in case they need to contact 

you in an emergency. 
  
  

While travelling in South Africa: 

  

In general: 

● South Africans are known for their warmth and friendliness, and most of the time this is 
very genuine. Do keep on the alert for scam artists though. 

● Don't carry a camera openly in the city. Please take care when using your camera, as 
this will identify you as a tourist and could draw unnecessary attention. 

● Avoid wearing jewellery and expensive watches. 
● Lock your hotel/hostel/backpackers’ room. 
● Be extra-careful when drawing money from a bank machine (“ATM”) 
● Keep your passport, plane ticket and other important documents in a safe place (make a 

photocopy of the documents before you leave, and give them to somebody for 
safekeeping). 

● If you are accosted, remain calm and be co-operative. Don't fight back. Give up your 
valuables. Your money and passport can be replaced, but you cannot. 

  
When on foot: 

● Carry your handbag across your body. 
● Do not carry an excessive amount of cash on you. 
● Do not leave valuables exposed (on a seat or the ground) while having a meal or drink. 
● Do not let strangers get too close to you – especially people in groups. 
● Explore in groups rather than alone, and stick to busy, well-lit streets. 
● At night stay clear of dark, isolated areas. 
● Avoid isolated beaches. 
● Never carry large sums of money around. Travellers cheques are your best bet. 
● When possible, ask directions only from individuals in authority. 
  

 On the beach: 

● Take only the bare essentials. 



● Do not leave valuables, especially cameras, unattended. 
● Safeguard car keys by pinning them to your swimming gear, or putting them in a 

waterproof wallet or splash box and taking them into the water with you. 
  
On the road: 

● If hiring a car, hire one with a closed trunk (called a “boot” in South Africa), as opposed 
to a hatchback. Lock valuable items in the trunk. 

● Never leave anything worth stealing in view when your car is unattended. 
● Keep car doors locked at all times, and wear seat belts. 
● Never pick up strangers, no matter how friendly they appear. 
● Be aware of whether any vehicle or people are following you (being followed from the 

airport and robbed on arrival at the hotel can occur). 
● At night, park in well-lit areas. 
● With the rate of theft in South Africa, many areas have “car guards” – individuals who will 

watch vehicles in a certain area to stop theft, and who hope to be paid a tip for this 
service. This is a completely informal, unregulated arrangement, and car guards may 
wear road-safety vests or may have no distinguishing dress. Often they make 
themselves known to you as you park your car by helping to find a parking space for 
you, by directing your car as you park, or by waving/introducing themselves. While 
payment is not required, in general many car owners/drivers appreciate this service and 
give small tips to the car guards. Usually this is done when the driver returns to the 
vehicle to drive away, and tips range from R2 to R5 (sometimes R10 at night) depending 
on length of time spent away / friendliness of service. 

  
Public Transportation: 

If using public transport, find out from your local friends or accommodation hosts what transport 

is safe to use. South Africa does not have a great public transport system, but there are taxis, 

buses and trains to use. In Durban, the People-Mover public buses will be safe to use (see 

Transportation section for more info). 

  
If your possessions are lost or stolen, report the loss immediately to the local police. Keep a 

copy of the police report for insurance claims and as an explanation of your plight. After 

reporting missing items to the police, report the loss or theft of: 

·  travellers' checks to the nearest agent of the issuing company, 
·  credit cards to the issuing company, 
·  airline tickets to the airline or travel agent, 
·  passport to your nearest embassy or consulate. 

  
 EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 

●      Police and Flying Squad: 10111 
●      Metro Police: 031 361 0000 
●      Ambulance: 10177 
●      Netcare Medical Response: 082 911 
●      EMRS Medical Response: 10177 

  
 
 
 
 



5. Transportation 
If using public transport, find out from your local friends or accommodation hosts what transport 
is safe to use.  
 
From airport: 
There are shuttles from the airport every hour to hotels in Durban for R70 per person. 
 
Around Durban: 
The ‘People Mover buses’ operate around Durban centre and cost R10 for an all day pass. 
http://www.durbanpeoplemover.co.za/Z-Card.pdf  
 
The taxis are either formal metered taxis (cars) or mini-bus taxis. The formal taxis can be 
reserved by phoning a particular company or picked up outside main tourist points (airport, 
hotels, etc).  
 
The mini-bus taxis are generally used by low-income citizens and do not follow schedules. They 
operate on particular routes and will pick people up on the roadsides and drop them off along 
their route. In some areas, these are quite safe to use, and it is advised that you make sure the 
mini-bus taxi is going near your destination before you get in, plus let them know ahead of time 
where you want to be dropped off. In some cases, if you’re getting a mini-bus taxi at a central 
point, you may have to wait until ‘enough’ people fill the taxi before it will leave. 
 
Outside Durban/to other cities: 
 
Buses: 

● Baz Bus - hop-on hop-off, door to door backpackers bus - www.bazbus.co.za  
● Greyhound - www.greyhound.co.za 
● Translux - www.translux.co.za 
● Roadlink - www.saroadlink.co.za/  
● Intercape - www.intercape.co.za  

 
Trains: 

Shosholoza Meyl - http://www.shosholozameyl.co.za/  
 
Domestic airlines: 

● 1 Time - www.1time.aero   
● Kulula - www.kulula.com  
● Mango - www.flymango.com  
● SAA - www.flysaa.com  
● Velvet Sky - www.flyvelvetsky.com  

 
Kulula and Mango offer flights from Joburg from two airports - Lanseria (small airport just for domestic 
flights) and OR Tambo (huge, main international airport, also for domestic flights).  So if you book on 
Kulula or Mango, make sure to NOT use Lanseria (it is on the other side of Joburg from OR Tambo and 
will be a pain in the neck to try get transport). 
 
Car Rental: 
Please note that South Africans drive on the LEFT side of the road (same as UK). Roads in the 
cities are in fair condition and generally well sign-posted.  

● Avis - www.avis.co.za  
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● Budget - www.budget.co.za  
● Europcar - www.europcar.co.za/ 
● Hertz - www.hertz.co.za 
● Tempest - www.tempestcarhire.co.za 
● Thrifty - www.thrifty.co.za  

 
 

6. Official COP 17 links and information 
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/  
http://unfccc.int/2860.php 
 
a) The Official meetings and Venues 

  
As you already know, the COP17/CMP7 will be hosted by the Government of South Africa and 
will take place at the International Convention Centre (ICC) of Durban and the Durban Exhibition 
Centre (DEC), South Africa, from 28 November to 9 December 2011. The conference premises 
are wifi-covered. 
  
b) Registration for the COP17/CMP7 

  
Upon arrival, all delegates and all accredited observers are requested to register at the 

Registration area located in the International Convention Centre (ICC). Registration opening 

hours are from Sunday, 27 November until Friday, 9 December 2011 from 8.00 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Please remember that the acknowledgement of participant's nominations form and a valid photo 

ID will be required at the registration desk. Conference badges for Week 1 and two whole 

weeks can be collected at the above location during the mentioned times. Conference badges 

for Week 2 can be collected only from mid week. Further details on this will be sent to all 

observer organizations. 

  
c) Access to the COP17/CMP7 venue 

  
Access to the conference premises will only be granted to participants in possession of a 
conference badge. Please also ensure that you have an accreditation and also that your badge 
is worn visibly at all times. No access to the premises until the official starting day, and the 
venue is closed to participants before the official starting day of the sessions.  Exceptions to this 
are for those organizing exhibit stands. The timing is communicated to respective exhibit 
organizers. 
  
d) Provisional agenda of the COP17/CMP7 

  
The provisional agenda, annotations and the scenario note on COP17/CMP7 are now available 
on the UNFCCC website at: 
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php  
  
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.budget.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.europcar.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.hertz.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.tempestcarhire.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.thrifty.co.za/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://www.cop17-cmp7durban.com/
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/schedule.php


e) Side Events and Exhibits are now published 

  
Side Events rooms and the Exhibit area are located at the Durban Exhibition Centre (DEC). The 
schedule of Side Events and the list of Exhibits can be viewed on the UNFCCC website at the 
following links: 
Side Events: http://regserver.unfccc.int/seors/reports/events_list.html?session_id=COP17/CMP7  
Exhibits: http://regserver.unfccc.int/seors/reports/exhibits_list.html?session_id=COP17/CMP7  
  
 
f) Conference brochures and Daily Programme 

  
Following the previous practice and in line with the UNFCCC Secretariat's efforts towards 
climate neutrality, the Side Event and Exhibit brochure as well as the Information for 
Participants brochure will only be available in electronic format. Participants are encouraged to 
support this initiative by printing only the required information. The UNFCCC Secretariat will 
implement some changes to the Daily Programme for the on-going efforts to reduce carbon 
footprint of the conferences.  A separate information note will be issued to all observer 
organizations. The major change is the announcement of side activities such as side events and 
outside events. 
  
h) Climate Change Studio 

  
As in last years, the "Climate Change Studio" will provide an opportunity for observers to be 
interviewed briefly by a professional journalist on actions, solutions, observations and issues 
that have impact on climate change. All interviews are filmed, edited and broadcast on Climate 
Change TV.  Interviews will be catalogued in a fully searchable database alongside other 
interviews with world leaders, expert observers, decision makers and activists in the 
international climate change debate. The Climate Change Studio will be located at the DEC.  
Interview requests can be received by the UNFCCC Secretariat via email at 
climatechangestudio@unfccc.int. Priority will be given to those who were not allocated a Side 
Event slot. Please only write to this email address if you really require/need a space at the 
studio. 
  
i) Press briefing and Meeting room assignment (MRA) 

  
If you would like to organize a press briefing, please address your booking request directed to 
press@unfccc.int  
  
All Meeting room assignment requests from observer organizations will be coordinated by the 
MRA Team at the Information Counter. Bookings will be confirmed in the evening before each 
request meeting time on condition that the requester agrees to vacate the assigned rooms any 
time if the negotiation so requires. The UNFCCC Secretariat advice that if you get a meeting 
room for an important meeting and you cannot vacate a meeting room for, it will be better to 
seek secure outside venues on a commercial basis. Also note that the schedules of the 
negotiation meetings are not yet finalized therefore the MRA Team is not yet able to start 
booking observer requests. However you can consult the UNFCCC website at the following link 
for further information for the booking form and the email address to send requests to: 
http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245/php/view/logistics.php  
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j) YOUNGO office in Durban 

  
It is planned that the host country provides YOUNGO with an equipped office space at the 
Durban Exhibition Centre (DEC). We will let you know where the exact office location of 
YOUNGO will be when it is ready. Please note that this room is different from the one that 
YOUNGO will get for our morning meetings/spokes-councils. 
  

 

7. COP 17 Civil society space 
 
“C17” is a body mandated by over 80 South African civil society groups to coordinate civil 
society activities around COP17. C17 aims to provide a space in which to strengthen the climate 
justice movement in South Africa, while at the same time consolidating civil society actions 
across the world during the two weeks of negotiations. 
 
The establishment of a parallel space at COP negotiations each year responds to the 
marginalisation that civil society frequently experiences at these events, and the lack of 
progress that has been made by international governments in addressing climate change. ‘The 
People’s Space’ will thus serve as the space in which the people of the world can make their 
voices heard and where civil society can work towards creating another vision for addressing 
climate change by building a strong movement of like-minded activists and ordinary people from 
around the world. 
 
Situated just six kilometres from the official UNFCCC event at Durban’s International 
Conference Centre (ICC), UKZN’s Howard College will provide room for key civil society events 
for the duration of the two-week conference from November 28, to December 9, 2011. C17 will 
engage with eThekwini (Durban) Municipality to provide transport between the ICC and UKZN. 
 
A blog of the group organising logistics for civil society for COP 17: http://www.c17.org.za/ 
 
The link to book space: http://www.c17.org.za/civil-society-space/participate 
 
 

8. COY - Conference of Youth 
 
The Conference of Youth (COY) is about bringing together youth from all over the world who 
are passionate about sustainability and climate change. It’s a place to connect, share skills 
and build a movement. 
  
COY is an entirely for-youth-by-youth event, which takes place annually before the start of 

the United Nations international climate conferences (also known as COP). This year, we’re 
celebrating our 7th birthday in Durban, South Africa!  
  
Last year, we saw over 400 young people from over 40 different countries attend COY6 in 
Cancún, Mexico. With COY7 in South Africa this year, our aim is to become even more 
accessible to youth in Africa, especially in South Africa. All young people are welcome – 

including experienced youth climate activists, newcomers, and local South African youth who 
are ready to get more involved – anyone who wants to build a safe climate future! 
  

http://www.c17.org.za/
http://www.c17.org.za/civil-society-space/participate


COY aims to deliver a conference that seasoned campaigners and beginners alike can attend, 
giving them a platform to learn, organise and inspire. COY is all about learning new skills, 
making friends, forging connections, collaborating on ongoing campaigns, and last but not least 
having fun! 
  
We hope to see you and your friends at the COY7 conference! 
  
When: 25-27 November 2011 (Friday to Sunday) – activities take place all day. 
 Where: Shepstone Building, University of KwaZulu-Natal, King George V Avenue, Glenwood, 

Durban, South Africa. 

 How: Register online at http://youthclimate.org/coy7/delegate/. (Please also sign up for our 

Facebook event here.) 

 Cost: Payment on a pay-as-you-can basis. No one will be turned away due to financial means. 

   

For more information, please visit our website: http://youthclimate.org/coy7. 
 

Workshop Application form: 

<https://docs.google.com/a/youthclimatecoalition.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dEZoaE5

SZDB1ZlQ4R2ZfakZURmdnLWc6MQ> 

 

 

9. Outside Durban Travel Info: 
 

See the below websites for any general travel information about South Africa: 
 
http://www.alternativeroute.net/backpackers-travel-guide.html  
http://www.coastingafrica.com/faq.php  
http://www.southafrica.info/travel/  
http://www.southafrica.info/travel/advice/  
http://www.southafrica.info/travel/food/  
http://www.southafrica.info/travel/cities/durban.htm  
http://www.southafrica.info/travel/advice/  
http://www.southafrica.net/sat/content/en/za/sa-factsheet 
 
For the adventurous: 
Tekweni Ecotours Safaris - www.tekweniecotours.co.za  
This is just one company’s options, who are known as reputable, reliable and take people from 
Durban and return them to the city. These tours below range from 3 hours in Durban to 2 days, 
3 days and 7 days outside of Durban, and they give a good overview of what’s available in and 
around Durban. 
 
Wicked Campers rent small campervans kitted out for you to eat and sleep while travelling: 
www.wickedafrica.com  
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10. Visa Requirements: 
 
Requirements for entering South Africa 
You will need the following if you wish to visit South Africa: 
●    A valid and acceptable passport or travel document for your intended stay 
●    At least one blank page in your passport for endorsements 
●    A valid visa, if required 
●    Sufficient funds to pay for your day-to-day expenses during your stay 
●    A return or onward ticket 
●    Yellow fever certificates if your journey starts or entails passing through the yellow fever belt 
of Africa or South America 
 
To see if you require a visa or are exempt from needing a visa, go to this table. 

 
Visitors’ visas are for international travellers (citizens of other countries) who wish to visit the 
country on a temporary basis for tourism or business purposes for a period of 90 days or less. It 
is recommended that if you need a visa, you apply for a tourism visa to visit the country (as 
business visas are generally more complicated). 
 
A visa simply indicates that your application has been reviewed at a South African embassy, 
mission or consulate and that the consular officer has determined you are eligible to enter the 
country for a specific purpose. 
 
The visa will allow you to travel to a South African port of entry where an immigration official will 
then determine if you are allowed to enter South Africa and for how long you can stay for that 
particular visit. Visitors are restricted to the activity or reason for which their visas were issued. 
 
On entry to South Africa, a visa is considered to be a visitor's permit. The permit’s period of 
validity is calculated from the date of entry into the country and will be set out under the heading 
"conditions" on the visa label. You must ensure that you apply for the correct visa/permit. Entry 
in the country may be refused if the purpose of visit was not correctly stated. 
 
Requirements for visitor’s visas differ from country to country and the requirements are subject 
to change. As each application is treated as an individual case and you should make enquiries 
with your nearest South African mission or consulate abroad to see what is required to apply for 
a visa. 
 
Remember that there is a fee charged for issuing a visa, and you should check the cost with the 
office as well as this is updated annually. The fee is payable in different currencies in different 
countries. 
 
Visas are not issued at South African ports of entry, and airline officials are obliged to insist on 
visas before allowing passengers to board. If you arrive without a visa, immigration officials are 
obliged to put you onto a flight back to your home country. 
 
Documents required to apply for a visa 
●    A passport or travel document valid for no less than 30 days after the expiry of your 
intended visit 
●    Your passport must have at least one unused page for entry / departure endorsements 
●    A completed Form BI-84 (application for a visa) 



●    Payment of the prescribed fee 
●    A yellow-fever vaccination certificate (if required) 
●    Statement and/or documentation confirming the purpose and duration of your visit 
●    Two colour passport photographs 
●    A return or onward ticket if you are travelling by air 
●    If you have children (minors) travelling with you or joining in South Africa, you will need to 
provide the following additional documents 

○    Proof of guardianship or custody or 
○    Consent from the guardian in the case of an unaccompanied minor 

●    Proof of financial means to pay for your living expenses while in South Africa in the form of: 
○    Bank statements 
○    Salary advances 
○    Undertakings by the host(s) in South Africa 
○    Bursary 
○    Medical cover or 
○    Cash available (including credit cards and travellers’ cheques) 

 
Remember, you do not have to submit your visa application in person. You can ask anyone else 
(such as a travel agent or courier services or another family member) to submit the application 
on your behalf. 
  
All of this visa information (including table below) is available at: 
http://www.home-affairs.gov.za/Applying%20for%20a%20South%20African%20visa.html  
 
 
 

Table of countries EXEMPT from visas for South Africa: 
 
Residents of the following countries do NOT require visas to visit SA.  

 
(If your country is not listed below, then you need a visa to enter SA.) 

 

Country For visits of: 

Andorra 90 days or less 

Antigua and Barbuda 30 days or less 

Argentina 90 days or less 

Australia 90 days or less 

Austria 90 days or less 

Barbados 30 days or less 

Belgium 90 days or less 

Belize 30 days or less 

Benin 30 days or less 

Bolivia 30 days or less 

Botswana 90 days or less 

Brazil 90 days or less 
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Canada 90 days or less 

Cape Verde 30 days or less 

Chile 90 days or less 

Costa Rica 30 days or less 

Cyprus 30 days or less 

Czech Republic 90 days or less 

Denmark 90 days or less 

Ecuador 90 days or less 

Finland 90 days or less 

France 90 days or less 

Gabon 30 days or less 

Germany 90 days or less 

Greece 90 days or less 

Guyana 30 days or less 

Hong Kong 30 days or less 

Hungary 30 days or less 

Iceland 90 days or less 

Ireland 90 days or less 

Israel 90 days or less 

Italy 90 days or less 

Jamaica 90 days or less 

Japan 90 days or less 

Jordan 30 days or less 

Lesotho 30 days or less 

Liechtenstein 90 days or less 

Luxemburg 90 days or less 

Macau 30 days or less 

Malawi 30 days or less 

Malaysia 30 days or less 

Maldives 30 days or less 

Malta 90 days or less 

Mauritius 30 days or less 

Monaco 90 days or less 

Mozambique 30 days or less 

Namibia 30 days or less 

Netherlands 90 days or less 

New Zealand 90 days or less 



Northern Ireland 90 days or less 

Norway 90 days or less 

Paraguay 90 days or less 

Peru 30 days or less 

Poland 30 days or less 

Portugal 90 days or less 

San Marino 90 days or less 

Seychelles 30 days or less 

Singapore 90 days or less 

Slovak Republic 30 days or less 

South Korea (Republic) 30 days or less 

Spain 90 days or less 

St Vincent & the Grenadines 90 days or less 

Swaziland 30 days or less 

Sweden 90 days or less 

Switzerland 90 days or less 

Tanzania 90 days or less 

Thailand 30 days or less 

Turkey 30 days or less 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 90 days or less 

United States of America    90 days or less 

Uruguay 90 days or less 

Venezuela 90 days or less 

Zambia 30 days or less 

Zimbabwe 90 days or less 

  

British Islands of Bailiwick, Guernsey, Jersey, Isle of Man and 
Virgin Islands 

90 days or less 

British Overseas Territories namely: Anguilla, Bermuda, British 
Antarctic Territory, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin 
Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, 
Montserrat, St Helena and Dependencies (Ascension Island, 
Gough Island and Tristan da Cuna), Pitcairn, Henderson, 
Ducie and Oeno Islands, the Sovereign Base Areas of Cyprus, 
South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands and the Turks and 
Caicos Island 

90 days or less 

 
 
 


